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Dear Miss Shaw
Planning Application No: 10/00635/F
I am writing as the County Councillor for Bloxham Division which includes the village of Bodicote to comment on the above planning application.

This Application is for removal of condition 20 of the planning permission 09/00939/F.
I wish to object strongly to this application and to ask you to REJECT it.

The original permission was deeply resented by a village that has had permission given for 1,000 houses to be built in the green fields behind the Oxford Road and in the Parish of Bodicote.  Your Council’s insistence on describing the 1,000 house development as “Bankside” to conceal its location within the Parish of Bodicote has not prevented many villagers from realising the true nature of this development and from realising that it will double the size of the Domesday village of Bodicote with a ghastly urban extension of 1,000 little boxes with inadequate space for modern family living and with wholly inadequate parking provision. Villagers also deeply resented your Council’s failure to respect a long established planning policy of avoiding coalescence of villages with their urban neighbours.

more over …..

Against this background, there was deep opposition to the original opportunist application to fill back gardens behind the Oxford Road with yet more housing that would eliminate some of the green corridor your Council had tried to pretend would exist between old Bodicote village and the urban extension.

To remove this condition and to allow immediate development of this site before the 1,000 house development behind and in Bodicote Parish starts would be a further betrayal of the residents of Bodicote.

This condition was imposed by the District Council for good reasons:  “In order to comply with South East Plan Policy CC7 and Non Statutory [Abandoned] Cherwell Local Plan Policy H10 and ensure that adequate infrastructure and facilities are provided to serve the residents of the proposed development.”
This site is not included in either the current Local Plan or the Abandoned (you refer to it as “Non-Statutory”) Local Plan which your Council is using to guide planning decisions.  As such, it should automatically be refused.  When the Bodicote 1,000 house development commences, this application will then be treated as infill.  This is the only development that Bodicote, designated as a Category One village, is permitted to have. This mini-estate will also be able to use the “facilities” – such as they may be -  provided by the Bodicote 1,000 house development in the sec 106 agreement. 
The applicant’s contention in page 13 of their planning statement that there is no need for additional infrastructure or facilities is fatuous  Bishop Loveday School is full and this development of 23 houses is likely to give rise to 10 or more children of primary school age. In addition, this development will bring more congestion to the Oxford Road.  The 23 houses will lead to an additional 50 or more vehicles on site with consequential car journeys in the morning and evening peak periods.

While the original permission for these 23 houses was deeply resented by villagers,  Condition 20 provided some comfort.  Unless this site commences after the start of work on the Bodicote 1,000 houses, the applicant’s site is outside the village envelope, on greenfield land, contrary to the District Council’s policies relating to new housing in Category One villages. Despite the applicant’s contention, there is no way of knowing when, if ever, the Bodicote 1,000-house site will be developed until work actually starts on it.  Many of us fervently hope it never will!
I am therefore writing to ask elected members to demonstrate some of the courage exhibited by the recent Milton Road South decision in Adderbury to refuse a wholly inappropriate application there and to REFUSE the application for the removal of Condition 20 of the original application No 09/00939/F.
I shall be grateful if you will email me to:

(a)
acknowledge receipt of this consultation response and
(b)
confirm it has been posted on your Planning Portal web site.

more over …..

As ever

Keith R Mitchell

Cllr Keith R Mitchell  CBE

Elected Member for Bloxham County Division

Comprising Adderbury, Bloxham, Bodicote, Milcombe and Milton

Copy:   
Cllr Miss Lynda Thirzie Smart, District Councillor for Bloxham



Cllr Mrs Christine Heath, District Councillor for Bloxham



Bodicote Parish Council
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Surgeries:  First Saturday of each month:

9:30 am to 10:30 am  Ex-Servicemen’s Hall, Bloxham      10:45 am to 11:45 am  Church House, Bodicote

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm Church House, Adderbury           1:15 pm to 2:00 pm  Black Boy PH, Milton

Second Saturday of each month:      12:00 noon to 1:00 pm   Horse & Groom PH, Milcombe
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