OXFORDSHIRE BUSINESS AWARDS - 18 JUNE 2010 
Sir Martin Wood CBE FRS and Lady Audrey Wood
This Award is for lifetime achievement in Oxfordshire’s economy by contributing much to Oxfordshire companies and who have then given something back to Oxfordshire business life.
· Born in 1927

· Educated at Gresham’s School, Norfolk, then Trinity College, Cambridge (engineering) and Imperial College London (mining)

· Worked at the University of Oxford Physics Department

· Co-founded Oxford Instruments, a company producing high tech tools and systems for industrial and research markets, in partnership with his wife Audrey in 1959 with £200, while still working for the university

· In 1961, he began developing super-conducting magnets, a field in which Oxford Instruments are still a world leader

· Co-founder of the Northmoor Trust (for nature conservation) in 1967

· Founded the Oxford Trust (now better known as Science Oxford) in 1985, to ‘encourage the study and application of science and technology’

· Knighted in 1986

· Elected Fellow of the Royal Society in 1987

· Founder of Oxford Innovation Ltd in 1987, providing business support to innovative start-ups

· Founding Chairman of the Oxfordshire Economic Partnership in 1998

· Although Sir Martin has rightly taken much of the praise our sources believe that Lady Audrey contributed much behind the scenes
· Following their retirement they have continued to make valuable contributions through the Northmoor Trust which is a fine public asset and through their own Awards
