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County Councillor’s Report to Adderbury Parish Council
30 June 2010 to 27 Jul 2010    
Attendance
1 I expect to attend on Tuesday between 8:00 pm and 9:00 pm.
Parish Council Agenda
2 Item 7 - Planning 
I comment as follows:
(a)
Milton Road North (35 houses + recreation provision) No 10/00512/OUT

I was disappointed but not altogether surprised to learn that the Cherwell Planning Committee had refused this application.  I regard it as a sad loss for the village which could have gained a good recreational facility.  However, I know that some villagers living near the site and some of our village grandees will not agree.
(b) Ridgeway Lodge, The Ridgeway, Manor Road  No: 10/00727/F 

I drew you attention to this application in my last report.  I have looked at the application carefully and could find no planning reason for recommending refusal.  However, I note you have objected to this site and will await the decision of the planners with interest!
More over ….. 

(c) Cotefield Farm, Bodicote (86 houses) No 10/00558/OUT
This is in Bodicote and has, thankfully, been withdrawn.
Casework  

3 I have a number of issues ongoing:
(a) I have the need to deal with the Adderbury Institute Trustees on my To do list but have made no progress as yet due to other pressures.  It is not forgotten.
(b) I note you have supported the reduction of the speed limit on the main road from Adderbury to Banbury to 30 mph as far as the Twyford turn.  I think this is as daft as the 30 mph limit on the Aynho Road from the school to Bo Peep Farm.  I am also not convinced that building a refuge along this road is a good use of public funds.  
(c) I note that you are under pressure from a single resident of the Aynho Road new housing to demand stronger enforcement of the 30 mph speed limit.  I am afraid I have come to the conclusion that this is another daft speed limit.  It is far too slow for the road conditions and brings speed limits and policing into disrepute.
(d) There is an ongoing issue about traffic speed at the Twyford Wharf Bridge, raised by a local resident.  Cllr Rick Atkinson, although a District Councillor, is pursuing this County Council issue.  
(e) I am pleased to hear that the youth club is working well.
County Council issues   

4 I am afraid the financial picture continues to be extremely gloomy.  We are facing huge cuts in next year’s budget.  I think it is unlikely that we will be operating more than 8 libraries out of the 42 that we currently run in Oxfordshire.  Equally, I fear we will have almost no youth facilities after the 2011/12 budget.  This is not a reflection of County Council finances which are remarkably strong.  It is the result of the national mountain of debt that the current coalition government has found and which it is trying to reduce.
5 You will have seen the national coverage of our speed cameras and I hope you will understand this is another outcome of the national financial position the present government has inherited.  
6 Apart from this, it is relatively quiet at County Hall!
Finally …..
7 My personal Web Site address is: http://www.krmcbe.co.uk .  It is designed as a local web site and includes local information including planning applications within my Division as they are registered with Cherwell.  There is a Breaking news section, a Local Blog and a Political Blog.
8 I would welcome your feedback and comments.
Cllr Keith R Mitchell  CBE  FCA  FCCA

County Councillor for Bloxham Division, 

comprising Adderbury, Bloxham, Bodicote, Milcombe and Milton

Circulation:
Parish Councillors with e-mail addresses and the Parish Clerk.  
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First Saturday of each month:

9:30 am to 10:30 am  Ex-Servicemen’s Hall, Bloxham      10:45 am to 11:45 am  Church House, Bodicote

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm Church House, Adderbury           1:15 pm to 2:00 pm  Black Boy PH, Milton

Second Saturday of each month:      12:00 noon to 1:00 pm   Horse & Groom PH, Milcombe
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