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County Councillor’s Report to Bodicote Parish Council
18 January 2012 to 15 February 2012 
Attendance
1 I am afraid I have a meeting in Oxford on this evening and have to send my apologies. 
Agenda items
2 Agenda Item 2: Matters Arising: 3 Open Session and 4(d) Proposed Diversion of Footpath No 8 (part):  I note that Messrs Shotton and Tait attended and made their views know concerning the footpath diversion.  I note that they are two residents out of 2,065 in Bodicote.  I also note that the Ramblers Association is seeking a Judicial Review of the Inspector’s hearing into the footpath diversion and assume that any active member of the Ramblers Association who is a member of the Parish Council will have declared his interest and considered his position before voting on this issue.
3 Agenda Item 2: Matters Arising: 4(a)  Road & pavement matters:  I am pleased to note that discussions with county council officers appear to be positive.

4 Agenda Item 2: Matters Arising: 4(c)  Armed forces Community Covenant: I am pleased to see the Parish Council’s support for this.  Please let me know if I can help in any way.
5 Agenda Item 5: Matters Arising: 5 Planning Committee:  I am supporting the ProDrive planning application and would refer Parish Council members to my web site: Local Blog 02/12/12. 
More over …..
County Council issues  

6 The County Council set its budget on Friday 10 February 2012 and details are available on the County Council web site and on my personal web site.
National policy issues  

7 We have had little ability to influence schools for a decade or more.  The development of Academies and Free Schools will advance this independence to the extent that we will have almost no involvement in county schools except when things go wrong!  If there is a market failure or growing numbers of excluded pupils, we will have to manage the result!  I am sure we will rise to the challenge but it is a challenging agenda!

8 The health service reforms offer an opportunity for health and social care to be much better integrated and local government stands to have a critical role in working with health partners on the commissioning of health services.  However, the coalition has to get its legislation through parliament and this is proving interesting!

9 The government is introducing a new role for directly-elected Police & Crime Commissioners.  Elections will be held in November 2012.  We are part of the Thames Valley Police area and elections for the Thames Valley Commissioner will cover Milton Keynes, Bucks, Oxfordshire and Berkshire.  When you remember the latter includes Slough and Reading, you get some idea of the diversity and geographical spread of this new role.

Casework

10  I have had no new casework arising since the last Parish Council.
In conclusion

11 My personal Web Site address is: www.krmcbe.co.uk    It is designed as a local web site and includes local information including planning applications within my Division as they are registered with Cherwell.  There is also a local blog and a political blog.  My Twitter address is @krmcbe for any tweeters on the Parish Council. 
Cllr Keith R Mitchell  CBE  FCA  FCCA

County Councillor for Bloxham Division, 

comprising Adderbury, Bloxham, Bodicote, Milcombe and Milton
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9:30 am to 10:30 am  Ex-Servicemen’s Hall, Bloxham      10:45 am to 11:45 am  Church House, Bodicote

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm Church House, Adderbury           1:15 pm to 2:00 pm  Black Boy PH, Milton

Second Saturday of each month:
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm   Horse & Groom PH, Milcombe
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