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1 I am afraid I will not be able to be with you on Wednesday.  Please record my apologies. 
2 I fear the pressure for housing continues with appeals on the Milton Road (south) site in Adderbury where the developers have also submitted an identical planning application to one that was refused last year and at Cotefield Farm, Bodicote where the owner tries his luck regularly and has always been refused so far.  

3 I referred last month to Cherwell commissioning a detailed study of Bicester’s needs in the light of the military’s interest in developing their Graven Hill site.  I believe there is to be a similar master planning exercise for Banbury and I welcome this. 

4 I know you have been pursuing Section 106 funding held by Cherwell and the County Council.  I note you have some information about county funding.  If you need me to chase for details of monies held by Cherwell, I am happy to do this unless you already have the information?    

5 You will have seen the publicity concerning ProDrive’s planning application for a retail park on their current site close to Junction 11, allowing them to build new premises on the old Hella site.  There is a considerable division of opinion between those who are concerned for the town centre if it faces competition from a brand new out-of-town retail park and those who welcome the probability of a large Marks & Spencer and Next on this site, together with a variety of other retail outlets.  Taken together with attempts to secure large distribution warehouses close to the motorway, there is clearly a worry about the ability of the road network to cope with increased traffic.  I am firmly for the convenience of an improved shopping offer out of the town centre and I also want to see ProDrive stay in Banbury.  They are quality employers offering high wage and high skill jobs unlike acres of warehousing.  

6 I believe we have to think again about our town centres.  We can’t stay stuck in a mould and you can’t force people to travel into a town with expensive parking and heavy congestion to do their shopping if there is an easier alternative.   I know this view is controversial so would be interested to hear the views of Parish Councillors.   

7 I have had no casework since the last Parish Council.

Cllr Miss Lynda Thirzie Smart
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