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Attendance
1 I have to send apologies for Tuesday evening because I will be in Bournemouth representing the County Council at the Local Government Association Conference.
Agenda Items

2 Minutes:  I can see nothing on which I need to make a comment
3 Community Transport:  I remain willing to support this project if I can do anything.
Milcombe matters
4 I have pursued the following casework in Milcombe:
(a) Horton Lane – a Highways engineer has been out to inspect and acknowledges the general poor condition here but fears it is no worse than  many other village roads.  I fear, particularly in light of the national and local financial position, there is little prospect of remediation in the near future.  It will remain logged on the defects system;

(b) Manor Farm Lake – I have been approached about the decline in water courses and possible causes.  I have asked the relevant officer at Cherwell DC to investigate this;

(c) Animal Welfare Issue at South Barn, South Newington Road;  I have had a very unsatisfactory response from the RSCA both locally and nationally.  They are not willing to undertake any inspection unless they have a very specific statement to support serious neglect.
(d) Damage to wall at junction of Bloxham Road with South Newington Road.  This was sorted almost as soon as it was raised.
(e) Oak Farm Planning Application:  I see a new application has been registered with Cherwell but there are no details on the web site as yet.

 County Council issues
5 As you will know from the media, I am afraid the financial picture is pretty gloomy both in terms of the state of the national economy and, because of the national position, for all of local government, including Oxfordshire County Council.  I need to report to you on four aspects of our finances.

6 Firstly, you will remember that we announced towards the end of last calendar year that we were expecting some very tough times ahead as the government was forced to cut spending, regardless of the outcome of the general election that we knew was in the offing.  We took over £100 million of savings over the five year medium term plan; we re-invested two thirds of it in services where we expect the highest pressure and the remaining one third – a bit over £35 million represents real cuts we will have to make over the five years from 2010/11 to 2014/15.  We are now implementing those budget savings.

7 Secondly, you will know that the national coalition government announced in-year savings of £6.5 billion of which £1.2 billion was cuts in funding to local government.  I cannot remember a time when government imposed cuts in this way after the budget had been set and the financial year had started.  We are starting to get details of how much of the £1.2 billion is coming our way and it looks like a little under £11 million.  We are working hard to identify how we will deliver those cuts and make them work as quickly as we can.  The longer we leave it, the harder it will be.  Remember we spend almost a billion pounds a year in revenue.

8 Thirdly, it is clear that public capital spending is going to be very tight because of the huge financial deficit the government has inherited.  The County Council has been spending a little more than £100 million per year on capital schemes.  These comprise schemes for schools, highways, libraries, museums, day centres and a whole host of other service areas.  The capital programme is funded from a combination of borrowing, government grants, asset disposals and developer contributions from large housing schemes.  It is very clear that we are going to have a lot less from all of these sources over the next five to ten years.  We have therefore instituted a comprehensive review of all of our capital spending that is not already committed.  We are going to face some very tough decisions, including some spending planned locally as well as the rest of the county.  Final decisions will not be taken until we set the capital programme in February 2011 but we must put on the brakes early if we are to “turn round the super-tanker”.

9 Fourthly, the government will conduct a Comprehensive Spending Review later this year, reporting in the Autumn.  This will determine our financial allocations for the next three years.  As I said at para 9 above, we have already made a lot of savings but we have no idea whether they will be enough.  My best guess is that they will not be and we will be scouring our service areas to see what more we can do.  

10 It is quite worrying but I do need to reassure you that the County Council is much stronger than many because we took early decisions to get ahead and stay ahead. There is to be an Extraordinary County Council on 27 July to re-set our budget for the current year although there will be no change to the Council Tax. For the longer term, there will be considerable public consultation and I will keep you and my other Parish Councils posted.

11 Building Schools for the Future Programme:  There is still no announcement about the future of the BSF programme.  To remind you, the County Council was successful in securing a place in the Building Schools for the Future Programme, with Banbury, Cheney (Oxford); Larkmead (Abingdon) and Iffley Mead Special School (Oxford) in Phase One for substantial improvement to the school campuses.     

More over …..

Contact details 
12 My personal Web Site address is: www.krmcbe.co.uk .  It is designed as a local web site and includes information including planning applications within my Division as they are registered with Cherwell.
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First Saturday of each month:

9:30 am to 10:30 am  Ex-Servicemen’s Hall, Bloxham      10:45 am to 11:45 am  Church House, Bodicote

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm Church House, Adderbury           1:15 pm to 2:00 pm  Black Boy PH, Milton

Second Saturday of each month:      12:00 noon to 1:00 pm   Horse & Groom PH, Milcombe
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