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1 I have to send apologies for Tuesday evening due to a prior engagement.
2 After the Cherwell Annual Group Meeting and subsequent Annual Meeting of the Council, I find I am still chairman of the Conservative Group.  I also have the same committee places – Overview & Scrutiny and Personnel & General.  I am vice chairman of the former.  Cllr Mrs Christine Heath has taken on the seat on the Planning Committee previously held by her husband, Eric.  This is a committee on which I cannot serve because of my working days and times.  Having referred to my membership of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee and the Personnel & General Committee and thought I should update you a little on the work of these two Committees.

3 The Overview & Scrutiny Committee met last on 22 June.  The main item on the Agenda was a discussion on Houses in Multiple Occupation and Planning Policy.  Although not an issue for Bloxham, it is a real one in parts of Banbury and the discussion reflected this.  Here is a link to the Cherwell web site for this item.

4 Turning to the Personnel & General Committee, I can see considerable work here as the result of an announcement made on Thursday 1 July.  Cherwell District Council's Executive Committee and South Northamptonshire Council's Cabinet will both be meeting on Monday 12 July to consider a recommendation to work together to understand the financial benefits of sharing a senior management team. If agreed, the councils will establish a joint working party over the next three months to investigate the business case for establishing a single senior management team who would work for, and manage teams across, both councils. The results of the business case will be considered by both councils in late October and early November.  If this proceeds, there are expected to be substantial savings for both councils and there will be a lot of work to secure the integration of management teams.  Here is a link to the Cherwell web site announcement.
5 Finally, I know Keith has briefed you extensively on the national financial position and the expected impact on the County Council.  Cherwell is similarly placed and has to find cuts in its revenues budget.  The decision to look at merging the management teams of Cherwell and South Northants councils is part of that search for reduced costs without impact on front line services.

6 Apart from these items, it has been a very quiet month in Milcombe and I have nothing else to add to my earlier reports.
Cllr Miss Lynda Thirzie Smart
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