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Apologies
1 I am afraid  cannot attend your Parish Meeting on Tuesday evening.  I am a governor of the Oxford & Cherwell Valley College and we have an important Away Day in Oxford over Tuesday and Wednesday to debate strategy against the current economic, financial and political background.

Introduction
2 I give my report as your County Councillor under three headings:

(a) Milton issues

(b) County issues

(c) Regional and national issues
Milton issues
3 This is my twenty-first year as County Councillor for the Bloxham Division which includes this village as well as Adderbury, Bloxham, Bodicote and Milcombe. 
4 I have had my usual share of casework during the year and am pleased to report that most of it has been solved to the satisfaction of the persons who raised it.  Some of this comes by letters, phone calls or e-mails; some comes from my monthly surgery at the Black Boy on the first  Saturday of each month from 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm.  There is rarely a queue of people at the surgery – indeed often, there is no-one - but it is a service I hope is useful and which I intend to continue.  

More over …..

5 Christopher Rawlins (C of E) Primary School and  Bloxham (C of E) Primary School, which both include Milton in their catchment areas, are proving popular and successful with growing numbers.  
6 I have stood down as a governor at the Warriner School due to time pressures.  The school is a  applying for trust status which gives it greater flexibilities.  We also have a sixth form pencilled into the future capital programme but expected cuts in public spending may place this in jeopardy.  I will continue to support the school’s wish for a sixth form.

7 We fought off the NHS proposal to brand Bloxham as “urban” and thus deny Bloxham villagers the dispensary at Bloxham Surgery only to find a chemist chain defeated us by securing planning permission to open in the High Street and automatically preventing the surgery from dispensing to Bloxham residents.  The dispensary remains for Milton residents but there is some worry as to whether it will be viable to continue it without the revenue from dispensing to Bloxham residents.

County issues
8 I continue to serve as Leader of the Council.  The Cabinet membership has changed as the result of a modest re-shuffle that I made at the April County Council.  Cllr Kieron Mallon (a Banbury County Councillor) has joined the Cabinet with a portfolio comprising policing and council policy coordination; Cllr Arash Fatemian (representing Kennington & Radley Division) has also joined the Cabinet with the Adult Services portfolio and Cllr Jim Couchman (representing Burford & Carterton North East) has moved from Adult Services to Finance & Property.

9 I am delighted that we have been able, once again, to reduce the rate of increase in the Council Tax.  When we were elected as a single party Administration in 2005, the Council Tax increase had been 4.5%.  We pledged to reduce it each year, down to 4% by 2009/10.  We achieved this in just two years and, in this first year of the new Council, the increase is 2.75%.  We expect to set a zero increase in the next two years. 

10 The County Council is working hard to counter the impact of the credit crunch and recession and has undertaken a number of initiatives to support the local economy and those who have been made redundant.  We are particularly supporting the Banbury Job Club.

Regional and National Issues  

11 Since December 2008, I have served as a Board Member of the South East England Development Agency.  This is a government quango charged with promoting the economic development of the South East.  I am Chairman of the Local Government Association (LGA) Resources Panel with responsibility for the budget of the LGA and for the funding and finances of other parts of the LGA group.  I have also recently been appointed as Chairman of the Sustainable Communities Act Selector Panel whose role is to make recommendations to government where applications are made under the Act for changes to funding and functions of various public bodies.

Personal
12 On a personal level, I am 63 years young this year.  My enthusiasm for local government has not diminished.  I know I have the energy to continue to serve my Division, County and country in a variety of roles and the experience to know how to get things done. 

I hope this is helpful.  If you have any questions, please e-mail me on:  leader@oxfordshire.gov.uk .

My personal web site address is http://www.krmcbe.co.uk.  There are the following pages which I update regularly: Planning Applications Registered; Planning Applications Decided; Breaking News, Local Blog and Political Blog
Councillor Keith R Mitchell  CBE
Nell Bridge House, Adderbury, Oxon  OX17 3NU
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Surgeries:  First Saturday of each month:

9:30 am to 10:30 am  Ex-Servicemen’s Hall, Bloxham      10:45 am to 11:45 am  Church House, Bodicote

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm Church House, Adderbury           1:15 pm to 2:00 pm  Black Boy PH, Milton

Second Saturday of each month:      12:00 noon to 1:00 pm   Horse & Groom PH, Milcombe
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