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General points

Building better neighbourhoods report

· (Commissioned by Oxfordshire Safer Communities Alliance)

· Good to see the partnership raising its profile
· Backs up what we knew already, that Oxfordshire benefits from a diverse population, as many as 450 worshipping communities – as the report states, of the 192 respondents, many are already working together on joint activity towards building better neighbourhoods

· Faith groups are amongst the hardest working of community groups, committed to the long term good of their community, I think that intensity of activity highlighted in the report reflects this
· I particularly welcome the ‘scale and the scope of provision for children and young people’ provided by worshipping communities in Oxon (pg 1, column 1, para 3 - exec summary) – shows the breadth of care and support on offer
· It is important, in the current economic climate more than ever, that communities are proactive in looking after those in need – I’m glad to see that this is the case in Oxfordshire. We will do what we can, but often the approach will be more effective if driven from the bottom-up…

· Can you help shape the future of the public sector? The Prime Minister will be consulting on the role of the sector. I hope that you will be a part of this debate.
· The new Government has set a clear agenda with it’s Big Society policies – charities, social enterprises and companies will be able to provide services once provided by the public sector, but driven from the community with funding to help community groups achieve their aspirations.  

· From an OCC perspective, we are looking at ways in which it can help communities, whether through support, advice, or others. The report mentions that barriers exist (page 1, column 2, para 4 – exec summary) – we would welcome ideas from communities on how we can break these down

Issues:

Finance:

· Medium Term Plan with £103m cuts

· In-Year Cuts of a further £10.8m

· Capital Programme Moratorium

· More Cuts in next Medium Term Plan

Pride in Place:

· “Pride” has been usurped by gay community
· Pride in Place leads to Community Self Help

Breaking the Cycle of Deprivation:
· Pernicious

· Less material deprivation

· Deprivation of ambition

· Community leadership must be the key

Quotes

St Augustine:
· Give me chastity but not yet, Lord!
· What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like
The Prophet Mohammed:
· Do not consider any act of kindness insignificant, even meeting your brother with a cheerful face

· A man's true wealth here after is the good he does in this world to his fellow man

· Kindness is a mark of faith, and whoever is not kind has no faith
From the Torah:
· And if your brother becomes poor and is not able to make a living, then you are to help him to survive
· And if a man from another country is living in your land with you, do not make life hard for him; Let him be to you as one of your countrymen
Mahatma Ghandi:
· A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of history

· The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others

· You must be the change you want to see in the world
